







fe jbeiesgentty for: having: tried . 
experiment, hoyypmiuch! of opposition, both: 
quantity and: in “quality, we could) endureE 
fee] much pleasure in looking»to the spirit: of. the 
honorable proprietor, as it will tend ‘to etlighten. ny 
the public mind, by proving’ on. which jst 4 
candour.and fairness arein reality to be .founds ~ 
[heard the ‘professions’ made, by. the honorable a ss 
gentleman of the utmost. fairness and liberality, 
and’ I am disposed to give him full credit forthe, 
sincerity of his professions-—but, at the: same — 
time, we all: know, that when the mind is deeply e | 
imbued with a particular subject, it is somewhat - : 
difficult to «maintain that standard of temper, by 
which, at the outset, we have determined to reu, 
gulate our conduet. . It is,in the judgment of the... | 
country, on which. side. candour and fairness. al 
are to be found. wih % 
The hon. gentleman accused..some’ mem- 
bers of having expressed strong feelings of>in-) 
dignation at the; domineering language ~ used) 
by his. Majesty’s ‘Ministers—_ But he €annot' 
accuse any gentleman of having charged. Mi+ 
nisters,as he charged *the Directors, at the! 
very moment, too, when they ‘ane: throwingy 
themselves on, us~for. snpport in the ‘arduous: 
sttugale, which they have to’ sustain, with beinge 
influenced by a-base,and ignoble passion, for the: 
patronage of the East-Indies. (Hear! hear! ye 
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e bani by them‘on ‘a subject with which they nes’ 
t cessatily could not be so well acquainted’ asthe 
_ Company; but'T have never heard any préprietor 
_ fay,'that the meribers for those outpoftsy/by'a 
most scandalous: dereliction of their dutys"‘were 
Be ‘sworn to vote fora particular measure, Whi 
_ fightor wrong. (Hear hear !) ad 
“The hati, gentlemiat’ went: into’ a Waticty 
Of voluminous ‘details: through" which I will not 
_ follow him, not because’ I would check this spe 
| €ies of discussion, but because there are mary — 
| gentleheni in this assenibly better qualified for 
"examining his" totmmmercial statements than’ I 
amy oF) decline’ ‘following. him, “however, not 
ie merely’ ‘because: I am) inicompetent’ to the task; 
», bat becaiise’ I think’ Focan’ shew, in a ely 
ae few sentences, that’ the far'greater number of the 
facts he Has adduced; are either totally irrelevant; 
6F ‘totally: incondlusive:-—The hon. | gentleman 
 ¢titered into'a very long argument, to shew the ad- 
| fanitage enjoyed*by the Aitiericans in their inter- 
_ Course with Inidia, and‘forhalfan hour he dilated: 
__ Wpoh this subject. ‘Now, Sit, the’advantage which 
” they: possess over us is'admitted inthe Resolution 
before the*eourt ; but ‘the honorable’ gentleman’ 
Yaa ‘got say ofie’ syllable “on the only’ point: 














ween t hear J) be ‘oie sbpurentitel which:he - 
has,made, to prove that the Joss of our.commeree — 
with; the. United States; has beem compensated: 
an. inc -d trade. to South, Americay it aia 
obviaus, to, every mind,’ that tho " ara argue. 
ments: might be. ie 
cussing the merits ofthe Orders,ia Coune nai ia 
the, shutting-up of the trade: with America, i 
are, not quite so relevant-when the. question relates. 
to, the, Company's, feasts and the SERN of the 
trade.with India. , Tie ts Io”: aot, 
Thea hon, . aukibnsban sethteny, vias. he. eke 
wend: himself, ,entirely upon: facts; vhas stated, 
that under, the system, of | the, » Company sa | 
great increase, had, taken place: in the, trade to™ 
China,, and this statement he,has advanced: = 
the, view, of shewing,. if I understand eS 
under. the. system ,of; the Company, the 
trade cannot receive, any. increase, whatever... He 
also enlarged. considerably on the. flourishing.state, 
of, the indigo; trade: under, the direction .of the 
Private.merchants, aided. by large loans:from, e 
Company.;,and the moral whieh he deduc “- 
that the indigo, plantations never-could.-have begat 
bgought, to, theie-present, state.of pexfeetion bythe: 
- Gpinganynalthongh his avin statements nosh cang 


















ewed that they never xr could have basa, 
pout thier. Withi's studious deo 
; da studious 
écommenidation of average computations; thehon, 
“gentleman favoured'us with one or tio isolated 
ces of adventure, on'the part of private mer- 
hant i) to ‘and from India, and this, too, ‘without 
Hing’ the only point at all Conclusive ont 
“name , How these enterprizes” succ 
€ hon. Chairman ‘has informed us, that’ a part » 
“OF the imports of the three last years are} at this 
Hour, Tying a dead ‘weight in’ our ‘warcliouses, 
k “The hon. gentleman, ‘though stidiously throwing 
: aside’ individual opinion, and “Gedlaring that ‘he 
“Gould found his’ statement'on. nothing but facts, 
hea With respect’ fo’ one paft of ‘his Abit the 
2 rreatest stress on what he statéd to be the opinion 
“of Mr. Colebrook : which, after all, now turns out 
gy be'not the opinion of that gentleman, but of 'a 
- person deeply ‘interested ‘in he private trade to 
: Ae With the same profession of studiously 
“Sbstaising | from opinion,” “with the same teverence 
“for facts, He rested’ the whole ‘weight of his argu- 
ment ‘respecti ng ‘another’ éssetttial’ point, I mean, 
“the tls sane of prev eniting eed galt, on the’ 
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pinion, ‘delivered to himself in coavers ; 
nf 3 in’ unnamed lacie slaetee of ha téve- 
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Nae Vath Blinds visi gut ten) Davyrere va 
"I could proceed with. this. sort, OF sc 
_femarks; 1, _cquid:make similar. observations., 
many other, parts of the,hon, gentleman’s, speech 
Which I heard with. the, same. degree of ¢ 


isplin 
isle Se crm: that, giving kim all for which 
5 the mai 


| Pees before us remains in all. itso ) touched in- 
tegrity.,. The. question. is not, whethet. the Al 








still tees, whether the Orders in Council proved 
injurious to the commerce: of England; ,nor is. ity 7 
whether .we: carry.on the. Indian trade. ata loss 
(though. I understand that not to be, now the — 
fact) ; but the. question. before. us: is: whethe fei! 
admitting, for, argument, that all a pe 
_mercial evils, which the hon. gentleman, has.des- 
_cribed, attach to the. present system, are they not 
well, worth incurring for the sake of avoiding 
those political misghiefs which form the single and 
_the dreadful, alternative ? (Hear ! Hear !) he 
: Now, Sir, if, on. this part of the _ Subject, oa 
‘wanted a prima facie argument of great. weight, I — 
‘would depend. upon. the account which the hon, i 
gentleman himself gaye of the political system, 1 of ed 
India... A description. in, colours so, fervid, he a 
even J, an | ardent admirer of that systein, could 
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: fallow bite, Had Gy. 
: : ‘at the | omient w e hon. ‘ gentle- 
n concluded his panegyric, 1 Should haveibeen 
any ihe: was ‘warmly, with the Court of 





e ‘ends, for achich ; it was intended, ‘aase 
st_apprehension, even. the most distant sur- 
of. its danger, would have armed all hands 
fence ; that all parties would be ready to 
uch. an institution, from moth and rust-as 
Tas. from 1 violence and plunder, from tarnish 
as well, as. from. decay. (Hear! hear!) I should 
ve. ‘thought that a system of this nature would 
; meyer be, sacrificed, or in theyslightest. degree ha- 
| for any commercial peeccien nha 
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al 2. ee against. “the nants ‘he piieciaas 

more. than.primd. facie-arguments on, this sub 
ject, whete those..arguments have not been ans- 
iy I would yst cheerfully join issue with our 
i » opponents.on. the matter of fact.:, Reviewing the 
is _ €orrespondence, with. His, _ Majesty’ $s ministers,, 
what i is the state of the, argument? The Direc: 
tors say,, it is impossible for the Company*to con- 
~ duct its important political functions without the: 
“profits of the China, trade, by which they. are at, 

a Ministers admit: this: facts: 
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* signi ener eet a’ alto 
‘furid, ‘the’ theasure amiist be wrongs and’t 
is admitted by ministers.”” Phe directors ne 0 
ceed to shew, that it niust have that’ effect. * 
government give a vague denial,’ and "ask ‘ 
mofte’Giscussion. With this the directors comply, a 
and apport their'éase by. the’ mostiedgent ‘age 4 
soning, requesting that, if their reasoning is stillte s, 
be set aside, it may at Jeast have a mére'e plicit » 
answer. ‘The reply of Ministers‘ ‘is, that we are at ¥ 
full liberty to, hupt for‘an explicit atiswer th ‘the 
Journals of the Esitse of? Coin. pares 
Heart). i Yo. enigte wi roth ar adh 
Sir; hake: is a twolfold ‘view: ‘Sime ques 
tion, whicheis véry importént’ First, “fom the: 4 
facilities of smuggling tea under the ‘new systé tal a 
the profit being no” Téess than “95 percent. om 
the’ sale-prices; “and” ‘from’ the’ great “oppor= 
tunities “afforded by ‘the vast: tafige aiNeniag, 
termed the Eastern Archipélago, where tea can’. 
easily be procured; the great argumentis, thatthe? 
manopoly' of the China'trade will be shaken’ ‘tg 7 
foundation, and, when that goes, allour’esta a 
ments ‘will! go"with it.” Now, in "this’ see 
have the directors gone on’any new" ground ? hav 
they advaticed ‘any basic. 3 ‘hithetto” utKaown® 
mercantile men? whi Sir, ‘Dr. Adam sinitht 
erent oracle of the adyoeates for the extension of 



















‘ sey Sct yangan'? TYachy, Bt ae 
who, dike-other oracles, vis not.alway c° 
by: ‘his. (own. priests, has explicitly 
d how: ‘dificult it. is, where strong 
*: exists, how ampoule in Pi cases, 






» be, thea cbeidenibaly ieoies in, a6 bs ul lis 
"businesss, », Ev have, theexperience of 1c 

| few. years —Look . to. what has occurred duri 
ier dines, you, talk of ** the seizute and confis-. 

"gation: of ships 32 have.even burning. and death,. 
j een. suflicictft to stop illicit traffic, .when, the, 
| interests, of ,zmen were powerfully stimulated, 
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weve. called, on, to, give, us. ieiki-siom 
gi yee wegulations ;‘first,..by , which . they, 
“intended -to check, the ‘illicit importation. of ;tea, 
‘into, this country, and, into .the;, other, parts, of 
Europe.; secondly, -byvwhich they. purposed: to, 
" prevent) the. illicit oshipment,.9f . the . article. in; 
the, Eastern; seas, . ~ Haye. they ».done eitheg?, 
Igs—they have given, you,,.two..er, three: ite 
hyo smeasures,: vague in.the extreme,:which. do- 
Rob, cfiert the only points to, which, they, ought to, 


_ hays, been, directed —Regulations, areyyaguely., 
“ proposed to check illicit trafic when the private . 


Pasa come into particular ports in this country 





























Dut what i is to prevent them from. 
“Hndrable Points’ dlonig ithes shores 
, Stotland? « Buty besides, ‘itis: a rad st! hai r 
consideration): that if ‘the “illicit oshipmen 
the? cominodity” ‘may easily” take” place. abr 
itis ‘Useless’ to talk of spieventing © it-ein'y 
country, for those engaged ‘in it) will them find — 
|" waysand means to surtitount every, difficulty? 
Plwhat have iministers said. on rhis parti? 
ble ‘point? I cannot find~ in’ thé Earl of Back? 
inghamshire" s letter any thing’on the subject) 
except ‘an alliision ‘to “ the’ extension 6f + 
manifest acte. What then ! isa manifest > ee i 
fit ‘as I understand "the matter, it isa document - ay 
stating ‘the cargo’and lading’ of a ship’ to which — 
Aabieptnan how vere ei is essential that’ i ‘shall’ bé od 
authenticated by the Custom-House established, on 
_or the British énsul resident, at the port or sane” i 
where thie shipment is made+“—Now the Eastern® 
Archipelago'ediitains a vastiextent “of ‘coast ; for 
it‘contains, I had almost’ said’ a countless number’ 
of islands, some of which ae larger than Great 
Britain’ itself. How’ many Custom- Houses ares. 
there? what British Consuls‘are establistied in those” ; 
ports? “An extension” of the manifest ‘act’! Do 
Ministers’inténd to fringe the ‘whole ‘coasts OF 
those “islands with  cotamiércial “statidiis’ and’ Pe ne 


venue “Officers? ied stich a hig neg a were"! ‘i 
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tie any moiictngase kind, they 
utvto, hazard. the ruin) of ailcthese. icieaal 







the. ye some daciy bought ing: @ future 
peri-enable: them to. steel those adventurers 
"the powerful and combined pene 
ie ng temptation < and Javish opportunity.» s>vs 
4 >) Asia Jast consolation, Ministers:assure us:thaty 
-< if any-defalcations should take place.in the ré- 
< __wenue,, ‘they are deeply. interested ig mesting 










= “out dilapidated affairsy: « -Pbelieve'them.: -Hlimust - 
i 'Ethink of ‘any set of petsons, “honored, swith: the 
a F enamine who;would notyim sucha case, 
_ do their utmost to @ésistius heart and band. But 
(| ihy: belief is,’ that itwill-then ‘bertoo' lates) andit 
_ ispno! answer’ to nie fo say, “that they dré sure'te 
 Bave'the will to aides, when my argument isj 
fey are ‘sure “hot tohave the /power. = This sis - 
the’ result-of ee that stheyogive . 
a lisvevils in’ the gross, sand: ‘opromise ©i5°-remed 
= seminal je soe tags 
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asoning” suff =. t'to ingen ag “ats 
agreethig with this’ proposition; untill’! r 
the)sidev of _— some ‘lear and ba 







inetd of the’ trade. ‘between fhe two co 
tties) would-also’ increase in a very great ‘de 
the riumber of private Europeans in India 
event ominousto: the welfare and. ‘happiness of 4 
the! natives, and» eventually” no less ominous. to ‘| 
the peaceand: prosperity of the empire ¢ at large.) 
« When this argument has been urged’by theads — 
eeiea al the: Gompany, cannot but Supresnanpii re ‘ 
‘surprise at the levitywith which it has been treated i 
—It seems considered to be an argument devised 
inorder to’ sérvéia tim,” ‘the: ‘mere child of the 
‘@xigencyof the moment.4sBut’canvour advers 
saries: be so! ignoran tof history ddare-they soil 
informed:in the events “of ‘passed’ times as not to 
know that the grand ‘legislative ‘problem which, { 
‘for half a century;-the: Company have -been et “ee 
deayouritg to’ solve, has).been,) to adjust “th ¥ 
- balance: of intercourse vbetween the natives and. : 
the Europeans: resident in tndia Ste - 
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at ‘anes, Opportin i 
- formed that establishment w ich, 
e uk le gent eman has described as. §0. 

se of a advan aN friendly, bpenlgm 98 
cab ale connection | as been settled betwe 
79 nations, 6 one of them the most advent 
> other ‘the: most timid and pusillanimg 
the face ‘of the ‘earth. It is what. the 5 
pe. sages ‘of old. would have delighted tc to. 
a) perfect “equilibrium between presuming 
pod and unresisti ting © weakness.—(Hear ! 
ae fy Now, Pitie we be told that this system, 
cannot be’ endangered by throwing an additinal 
weight into” one side of c of the 8 scale ? shall we be 
ow, “that no danger can a ‘acre’ from inungating 
© the East with bi ica ie from the manner 
in which they will’ go. ou cannot ‘by p possibility. 
be bound by: the specific ‘regulations now. in 
force? Does not the’ burden of proof here’ lie 
on our opponents? 

~ What are the atguinents by which we ‘are ‘met 
on the. other side? Me. are, in. ‘the first place, 
i * told, that re “‘Tibel ‘the character oft the private 
: itish “merchant, ” ‘Io _ supp ng ‘him ” ‘capa 
“Uots inso enc and, : Ee id with this 
oe Lal me ool reecatalon 
















ign vel 4 








ee iil ‘af shots dibs 
AW a, ied pee pay . 
itrehal; wae ae, ave iu 
atid cit vility towards his. custo 

ag ap 







mers, than fo 
cen mperi al Compan 
To take first the argui tt a recriminati | 
have Only met with one attempt, to found it on 
Dasis of fact. This i isin. a periddical phblicttagy 
chown for its ability and abusiveness—the 
Edinburgh Réview.—The document felied on, is 
at C written. by Sir Philip. Francis, theft She 
inem er Of the. government of India, JB 1783, 
ee certain disorders which had recently tas 
ten Blace ; 5 dis sorders, now eradicated; and for thé 
very purpose of ‘eradicating which, that gentleman 
wrote the | aper. ‘in question, Why, Sir, this argli-, 
tent is ‘born thirty y years too late. We are told 
that a new Sjstem must be introduced in, Asis, 
in consequence « oF a ‘necessity subsisting i in 7 780, 
With just as much pertinence, might the athe 
have asserted, that this coutitry. was now in the 
ion,—that this metropolis was in a 
state of riot a confusion, hat its. houses were 
in was. cand i ‘its streets i ina arms, vand, as a too 
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of all this, have referred to the ‘self-sime peridd of 
. ar, | fear 1) L) | 

~ Be ti t is ae nee we  Tibel the ehetet of he i 
British nica wig Sr fibelfea that ei 





















Bs metropolis}: tof Ct aa wid, and. 
higher'sense, what was once said concerning 
re‘of old, 0 ‘Her merchants ‘are ‘princes, and 
her” traffickers the hondrable of the earth’—Ho- 
- norable, ‘with’ better titles than those of tank j++ 
a | Pritices, kecause, “ennobling princely wealth by 
ase libéfality.— (Hear Hear !) I am‘don+ 
_ Vinced'that’ the outports possess their ‘full share of 
_ this ‘valuable | character; Iam not,» “however, 
~ Tibelling that ‘charaeter, “but ‘the reverse; when’ 
fy,’ that the respected: and. respectable “persoris 
‘tin question; are not’a fair sample -of the sort -of 
- tradetswho would | go out to our possessions’in the: 
| tag: in the event of an open! trade ; still Jess, 
- of those low agents’ and‘ adventurers ‘who might 
_ throng ‘thither for purposes ‘very’ different trom 
__ thiosecontemplated-by the fair merchant.) Am I 
~ ‘not bome'out’ in'this “statement bythe history’ of 
- ‘Hisdia itself? Are-there a more respectable class 
of men than.the present’ body +o private: mer- 
chants residing under the Company®Government? 
LLarid’ yet ioleher alts thing more true, than’ that 
es ii the' tithe ‘of ‘Lord: Clive; persons -holding the 
| SHHE situation, being less Checked than nowy’ far 
P idincied front’ public opinion at home, and'ex- 
er errs ae anges thatcam act-on 














naenithattacts still more sake whic hy 
farther illustrates my argument,» Can-anyt 
-b certain than that many \persons connec 
‘ee slave trade, in this country, were; most . 
unimpeachably humane, upright,’ and honorable? Hl 
on the other hand, can,any thing be more, iy 
artain; than that\the lower order of traders,em=. ‘ 
barked in. that traffic, were guilty of excesses, at 
which net only.their principals at home,. but, a 
which hunian, nature itself would, have shuddered: 
(Hear ! Hear J), T donot mean to say that I un-, 
derstand the secrets, of that trade so well,as.some, 
of our, friends,,, the . -outports 5 ‘but I do say; )the ~_ 
history of that. trade, isoa signal warning to, all 
generations, ..a. signal warning. to, us, that, ae iS 
should nots: with these facts before our eyes, Out — 
‘of respect to the valued character of a ‘Buitish 
merchant, compliment away the,easc and. happi- 
ness of. so-many millions of our. defenceless fellow — 
aeebeie in a'distant country.” gti 
¢oeThese are not,.the points, however; touched. 
spats bins His, Majesty’s.. Ministers... I say, touched 
on’; because «all their. attempts at, answers. are 
mere: tangents glimpses, not views, of argur. i 
ments. (Heart: Honesle oe are told by, pti “ 
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= ae danger to be spovethaed _ 
inf : of Europeans to India; cones Koo Tate” 
- becabse the export trade Which, as he seems to re 
| *invate, we have conceded, will doall the mischief 
_ that we cdiitémplate, arid that wé have 
~ Ho fight to maké th&tcafprehension a bo 
‘objection to tlie allowance of a free import trade. 
| Now, sity it is rather more than I kn 
~ WE have conceded thé export trade. (Hear) 
Af ae. have: said little about it, ‘the reason fs, 
biz it isof infinitely Jess iniportanct than the’ 
- other part of the question at°isstie: Bur mak: 
"their consistency. Ministers intimate, that we- 
» hhave.conceded: every thing by our supposed’con-’ 
e cession of the export trade; yet they dequiescé 
in. the assertions of the ovtports, who “contend, 
tat the mete concession of the export trade will” 
not. send otit a» sinigle’’ additional ship or ‘mati: ” 
” Thus our havitig déndeted"évery thing if tnade’ 
| atbatgument fos Our yield 'to'd frésh Applica - 
_ tion; although: itvis*on thé very ‘nullity oF that : 
-concession, | that : a fresh oie is foukided." 
(Hear 1.Héeart) (un ‘ 
Pe: hon: soil ubkd rather 4” aitferd 
— Tige of sargumenty:\"Fe-contended that fhe: an ‘io 
Beis! who would: go out to Dadi imiust ‘neces: © 
| Babily -be, Bounded, bedanse fio’ mdH Would pro- 
teed = who Was not actuated the Rae ‘of 





profit... Now, confess, I:must have been in'one: 
ontinued. dream; through his whole ‘speech, if — 
the effect of nine in ten of his anguments, Tiber 
ve I might say, the tenor of nine in ten of his! 
ropositions, was not to prove, that the hopes of © 
profit in this trade, could not be calculated ;. that’ ” 
they, were, indeed, unbounded. » If, therefore, E 
agto aecept it on his authority, that the hope of 
profit. would be the measure of the number. who: 
would proceed: to India ; and if I am also to ace 
cept it on his authority, that the hope of profit’ 
is unbounded ; then Ihave his own: authority. 
for stating, that the number of persons: who’ 
would go out would also-bé unbounded. (Hear ! 
Hear !) 
Fhe. last reliance, of the hon. athena was on 
the regulations of.the local governments of India: 

* Qn this subject I did intend’ to-have made some: 
observations. But the,exhausting demand which’ 
I have made on the-patience of the:Court, renders” 
it.necessary. that I should confine myselfto one: 
or.two, cardinal points. The hon. gentleman ap-’ 
pears to have been guilty of a great mistake, in) 
thinking, that because. the balance of the Indian. 

~. empire is perfect now, it wouldalso be perfect after 
so essential an alteration had been made, as that“. 
which he recommends; though, ‘according to his: ’ 

own idea, so a hit ~cartie must be ef » 










_ practical cdascMatede I stot: not aliove; sn 


4 “eaase ‘the government of India is a model'of -al- 
y mostinivulnerable excellence, that, therefore;:we 


ptt’ it to every’ stress and strain whieh? it 


% stein ‘possibly bear. From the*merest tool of the 
- 'Jewest’ mechanic, to those great moral ‘engines 


‘-which/are wielded by legislatorsiand governmetits, 


ts the universal rule to spare’that which is good 


“as much as -possible. I give the hon. ‘gen- 


* | S4léman' credit for his wish to state every thing 


fairly; but, in “point of fact, he-has fallen: into- 
~dmaccutacies. When he called the attention of the 
» Court to the police*establishment of India, did he 


_. oeonsider’that the Indian empire is: half as: large 
. “tas Europe? Did the recollect, that, within the 


»¥ange of the Company's dominions, there are two 
“sor three thotisand miles of Coast ?- And'camhe sup- 


E ‘pose that the Chokces placed in-differentand dis- 
_. “ipersed stations, throughout those immense’ territo- 


eT 


tries caneffectually interfere to prevent-thée intér- 
‘course of individuals, when-the*motives that indite | 
sethem shall be so’ excessively increased ?/'F'shall 


sae ‘deprecates'thetime, when our safety’in 


> ethat eer to i troops, ndrabove 
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Bat inistesd tof -discussingy ‘ate leogth. this 
Berea I, will concede: to..the -hon. “gentle- 
oman) all: that he-asks.—I willconcede that what — 
is now offered,and what may bedone, will answer 
~every purpose of averting the abuses'to be ap- 
pfehended from the free efflux of Eusopeans. I MJ 
will, concede »that. the. private »- merchants, « im- a ) 
--moveably- stationed at different points, wilkact 
owith thes utmost discretion ‘and.decorumsjy, T° 
» will. concede all this,.and.. what» follows?» Why, 










you wilk be plunged) i in anew, controyersy, pre- ‘ot 


eidisely-like that, only. somewhatworse, in,which 
o'youareengagediat present. These adventurers will 
so returnto: this country;: and: to" Parliamenty.com- 
sdolainind (probably withthe greatest truth):that - 
oxtheir speeulations;have failed. . They willlaythe 
»vblameé of that) failuseon the ‘still remaining res- 
trictions, and. will demand a)further: relaxation, 
-con the abused ground of, British; liberty, and icom- 
‘mércial right.', You will again-have the Ministers 
-sinviting you to frank and friendly disenussion, only 
_ to, close | that, discussion again, the moment»that 
oithey ; find..themselves out-argued — (Applause). 
_||dAgain,® the adventurers, will say, to Ministers, 
of Give “us Malt for you ‘have hitherto. a : 
» usinothing 5". and Ministers ‘will tarn round npon — 
P 


» 


us and ay,“ Dive tenn tits iohyien have already 
given them all,” © 


Sf 


“~One remark of the honourable gentleman de- ;— 


serves particular notice“ Why,” said he, ‘“ will 
you not permit these persons to try their hands at 
the:open trade?” This argument I have been sur- 
prised-to find advanced by persons possessed of 
. great political knowledge; but they ought) to 
' @onsider what it is that they propose. Do they re- 
member: that it. is a political experiment which. 
they are about to make? Do they. consider that 
they are about to act on aliving subject? Ishould 
have thought that the disastrous history of Europe, 
‘for the last twenty years, had read us a sufficient 
lesson*on the danger of such experiments. I should 
Have thought that such doctrines.had been swept 
‘away in the carnage which they themselves occa- 
sioned. There wasa time, Sir, when revolutionary 
France was desirous of bestowing upon this coun- 
‘try a better constitution than that under which we 
live; Why did you not permit her to. try her 
“hand for a short time?—(Laugheer, and Hear t 
hear!) Why did you. not let. those. monsters 
*Jodse’ upon’ our shores for a few years, asa 
“piere experiment, on ‘condition that they should 
*be‘iuzzled again, if they devoured: you too fast:? 
"(Loud applause; and laughter.) There is, at'this 
> ynoment,. a being on the other side of the water, 


l 


“ae ; 


who has presumed to intimate, that he could fur- 
nish you with a better’system of government than 
that anomalous compound of oligarchy and. demo- 
cracy, which you are apt to fall down and worship. 
Why will you not consent to Jet him try the expe- 
riment for a few years? I pledge myself that you 
will find him perfectly willing to be taken, on 
trial.—(Applause.) Or if you are determined.to 
try the particular experiment under consideration, 
be content with that part of it which will affect the 
constitution of this country, and leave untouched 
the constitution of India. Confer on your. mi- 
nisters an amount of patronage equivalent to that 
of India. Try how your liberties will thrive under 
an atrangement, which shall consign to the Cabi- 
net the command of nineteen out of twenty votes 
in Parliament. But do not involve the inhabit- 
ants of Hindostan in your speculation; donot 
make them partners in the hazard. Do.not pur- 
chase your ruin with their's, when you.may be 
ruined for nothing.—(Laughter, and applause.) 
Sir, the honourable Gentleman has fold us that 
he would recommend indemnity for all those per- 
sons in the employ of the Company, who might be 
affected by the change. I believe he would even 
have them pensioned for life. If this.-were the 
question before the Court, I should merely. insi- 
uate, that, while we have the assurance, of, the 
P2 
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hon. gentleman, that he would give. this advice to- 
Ministers, and I doubt. it.not, we have not evena 
hint from, Ministers,, that they will take the ad- 
vice when given,—(Applause.) Nor should I 
greatly blame. the. unhappy persons, whose 
interests would be sacrificed, if, in the . con- 
templation.of a, change so fearfully mena- 
cing their nearest. interests, they were to ,ask 
for, some mere solid security than the good 
wishes, however fervent, of the hon. gentleman. 

My object, ‘however, in adverting to this point, 
is somewhat different, It may perhaps be prac- 
ticab! e to, indemnify the, individvals.in the em- 
ploy of the Company ;, but if the experiment be- 
fore us should carry ruin to the heart of the Indo- 
British constitution, how, let me ask, will you 
indemnify the natives of Hindostan? With what 
provisions for their relief will you crowd your 
statute- book? What. reparation will you find in 
your pension-list for the ruined hopes and_ lost 
tranquillity of fifty, or sixty millions of men? 
From what exchequer, from what financial fund, 

from what commercial gains, will you extract a 
remedy for the broken heart,.of an empire? I 
would not wish to conjure up imaginary. terrors, 
or. ‘to shake in the. eyes of, ministers. fancied .: 
alarms ;—but I am sure I speak a language con- 
sonant with all that has been taught us by the. 


padi PATER, eo Te : 


greatest masters Uf political wisdom, the abepett) 
ptoficients in’ the ‘histoty of man; When’ T say,” 
that it the°constitation of India should suffer the 
ie ‘which we apprehend, it will be easier for 
| the British legislature to cover the whole face’ of 
that immense territory with their statutes of 
bounty and of indemnity; than to sow there again” 
theseeds of that peace, order,” social comfort, 
and political security, which will have -been to- 
tally crushed and destroyed. ‘(Hear ! hear 1) ‘Oa. 
these grounds Lagive my most’ sincere” approba- 
tion to the solid and convincing arguments made 
use’of by the Court of Directors. Aid, “not-" 
withstanding the ingenuity of the hon. gentleman * 
(Mr. Hume), Thope that the Court of Proprie- 
tors will: feel,and I doubt not they will, with 
an unanimity ‘worthy the care and attention - 
which they ‘have bestowed on subjects of this © 
nature, at former periods, and to which these 
walls can testify, the necessity of supporting their 
Directors, and of negativing the amendment be-.. 
fore them.”—[ This speech was received with the 
most animated applause. | - . 
Mr. Harris (of Reading) observed, that he — 
felt it required no common share of hardihood _ 
for-a'stranger, like himself, to address this Court, 
and, more especially, after the very able and clo- ' 
quent speech’ ‘delivered by the hon. proprietor 
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(Mr: Grarit)'on the other side’of the room: As 
he Neither had nor could have. any particular ~ 
knowledge upon this subject, except what oc, 
éurred from conversation and reading, he re+ . 
quested indulgence on the present Occasion, as | 
he had intended, though the, hour was late at 
which the former debate had closed, to have of- 
fered.a few observations on the speech of the 
hon. member on his right hand (Mr. Hume). 
He should have said, that however ingenious his 
remarks, however elaborate his statements, they 
were not at all relevant to the question. He 
should ‘have said, and’ he begged leave to say 
now, that these observations would have been 
much’'more applicable to a meeting of merchants 
zt Liverpool or Bristol, than to one composed of 
‘proprietors of East-India stock—for if they were 
‘followed up, they would go to the entire aban- 
‘donment of the trade of the Company. It-did 
scem to him that the arguments went to give thé 
whole trade to the private trader, because he 
(Mr. Hume) stated, that the trade to India at 
Jarge had not been a gaining one to the Company. 
' In looking to the correspondence ‘between 
the Court of Directors and the Board of Con- 
tyol, he was struék with the ability which was 
‘displayed by ‘their own executive body, and he 
‘took a very different ‘view. of the letter from the 
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Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the 13th Ja+ 
nuary, 4809, from that of the hon. gentleman y 
that letter was the key-stone on which the whole’ 
imegociation turned. It appeared to him. that 
the rights of the Company were there so clearly 
stated and explained, as to do away every 
ground of opposition. He could not: agree that 
the Directors were only successful on the military 
part.of the argument; their statements on the 
subject of commerce were as well founded) as 
those which related to the military establishment. 
In looking at the subsequent correspondence, his 
opinion was still more strengthened... His senti- 
ments were those of am honest individual, unin- 
fluenced. by any sordid motive, his immediate 
interests being so-small, that if he. did not con- 
sider this a question which involved the best rights 
of the country, as well as of. the proprietors; he 
should not have stepped across Leadenhall Street 
to have attended the meeting. (Hear! hear 1) 
But he thought that the interests of the Com- 
pany,and of the State had gone on so well to- 
gether, and: were. so. strongly connected, that 
they could not. be divided without endangering the 
safety of both. . At.least-the idea of .such a se- 
paration ought not, at this day to be entertained. 
The letter to. which. he had alluded appeared to 
_haye produced its proper effect on\the: mind of the 
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lute; at sie what ‘amounted ee parities a4 
that privilege. It had been.the customt'to'sepia 
the political part of this question from the commer- 
cial: it had been,said by the hon. gentleman) that 
it was better soto do, and that the trade to’ India 
might be permitted without endangeting | their po- 
litical safety. He was‘of a different opinion, and 
could support himself ‘by’ quotations from the 
greatest statesmen.—The hon, gentleman had for- 
tified his opinions by the sentiments held by dif. 
ferent merchants on ‘the subject; and by the. 
Opinions of a gentleman in the Direction (Mr. 
Bebb), who was said to have made’ similar state- 
ments before the House of Commons. But if 
such were the fact, the hon, Director must have 
’ ‘since found reason to change his mind, for he 
observed in one of the letters to the Board of 
‘Control, it was stated, that the approbation of 
the “conduct of the Committee of Correspondence, . 
‘in the late negociation, was signed by every in-. . 
“dividual Director. (Hear !) Individual opinion 
‘was sometimes of great consequence, and he hap-. 
“pened lately to converse with a foreigner of some 
‘distinction, an officer of rank at present on his 
patole ; ashe knew ‘him to have been in India, , 
it was natural for him to inquire his sentiments 
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on the question, and» the Natlobving’ width his 


Ps im, — — Sir, Ihave lived and served in India 
Bs; twenty years, I-have seen the principal seats of the 


rH Company’ s commerce, and my opinion is this— 


that if your trade is opened to the outports; ‘as is 


~ Now sought, the India Company will be ruined.” 


- After such an eloquent and able speech as that 


delivered by the hon. gentleman on the other side 


‘of the room: it would be taking up time unne- 
Cessarily, were he to go generally into the ques- 


tion, he should therefore add a very few obser- 


_ vations.’ It was asked by the hon. Proprietor 


(Mr. Hume) what had become of. a considerable 


part of the profits of the China trade for a num- 


ber of years past? | He should be told that’ 
these profits; and much more than these, had been 
expended, in East-India Conquests, not for the 
benefit of the Company, but for that of the Na- 
tion; not for the interests of the Proprietors, but 
for the aggrandizement of the Country. (Heap!) 
They were expended to dislodge fi from the Con, 


“tinent of India, and the Islands of the Eastern 


Seas, that man, who had been endeavouring; to 


overturn all the existing establishments of Europe 


‘and of the world. Their valuable rights, there- 


fore, although they were now proudly demanded 
by the merchants of the outports, should not be 


. given up. They demanded, nota liberty to trade 





‘Tata, but to’ ted to every part of ae 


possessions, and to return to their various ports, 
They asked for this, not as a boon, which had been 
madé the foundation of some of the petitions to 
the House of Cémmons, but they demanded itas- 


aright, inseparable from the character of British 
merchants, who‘ought to be permitted freely to — 
trade to every quarter of the globe., He feared’he | 


was trespassing on their time and patience, but it 


& 


arose from his local situation, in consequence: of 


which he had rarely attended the debates in that 


| 


» 


room. Another part of the surplus arising from 


the trade to China had been laid out im procuring 
some important articles of ‘commerce, with 


which, but for the intervention of the Company, : 


England could ‘not be supplied. He had docu- 


ments on this subject, but would not trouble the 


Court with reading them; and he concluded by 


recommending a continuance of ‘the system of ~ 


wisdom and firmness by which the discussion’ 


with the Board of Control had been hitherto car’ tu 
tied on, The support he could givé the Com)» 


pany was! very feeble, ‘but even the support’of . 
aff individual was sometimes important. ie 


’ 


Mr. Jmpey statéd, that, as a friend to the East! | 


India Company and“to the systém of Mr. Pity) 

which had’been' carried on with so much happi# 

fiess ‘and success for the last thirty years, “he was 
Q2 
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lad at the stafement of the hon: “replete 
irs Hume), eee or had beex heard "by" 

‘patience arid’ ‘attetition. 
Without any knowledge. of the private history or 
t connections of that gentleman, he was’ sure he 
e éauld. not. be very far wrong in considering his 
= as ‘the speech of the Bar! of Buckingham- 


Mr, Hume spoke | to order—He never saw: ahd 
oe of. Buckinghamshire in his life—he never 
~ heard from, him, Therefore it” was _“wrotig to 
throw oiut such an insinuation, 

it Mr, Zmpey 3 resumed, by begging the hon. pro- 
. prictor’s, pardon ; he meant not to give him of- 
Pee. However,. whether the spéech deliveréd 
- by,him was, that of Lord Buckinghamshire dr 


i age .was. very, immaterial, —certainly he stood up 


_In,the court as the advocate of that noble Léerd— 
apa his, speeches v were of such a stamp as evidently 
“bore his image a and superscription.—( Hear hear!) 
Mz, Impey continued by statitig that’ thevhon. 
"gentleman mistook bim, ” if he imagined’ that 
_ jhe intended to thtow any, slur upon him 3’ ofar 
Pepe it. . The "Eat of Bickfhghattishire and the 
_Fast-India Company were BP the Bae of the 
- . public, —that bar was at presént''the’ court of 
_ Proprietors, and it was right’ that the’arguments - 
ef each party should Be" ‘patiently heard <A « 
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inn, for, the aie facts he see so 

the ingenuity, with which he stro oappl be 
to the:quéstion ;—he hoped. te 







published and distributed among all ‘Hoda oS 
to take apart. in: the decision of this question? 
he was sure it would do miore service * FE 28 
the interests of the India Company, thah the “4 
best: efforts, of its most strenuous advo: ra 
cates. . For if t that gentleman, ‘with “alll hig'ine a 
dustry and talehits, could find no better arguindlits : 
for opening the trade to the outpotts, @ dcavandl wy 
with which, if the Company did not eomply, thé 
Government of India was threatened’ to'be tukén 
from theirhands—if he could furnish nd better'ak 
guments. than | those which he had’ ‘advanced! theh | 
the cause of ,the Government was weak indeed’; 
—he thought the Directors might g ‘goto Parliament © 
firmly depending on “the _justice of their clainis, y ‘4 
«the: effect af that. speech, and thé” reasoning tag 
_which they. adduced in their correspondences _— 
Of that. speech which lasted upwards of three 
vhours, not, one-thirtieth part indeed had applied 
=t0 the subject, and while they, might admit and: | 
«fely.on those. statements’ in it, which had tended > 
} to: prove the wisdom and ability of the Com= | 
» pany’s Goyernment—he besought them not tobe sb 
fled away by. the wanderings of that hon, gentle. “ 
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‘mao from the eae Te ‘before them. « The 
jestion was not whether the trade’should beopen ~- 
¢ private merchants, (though that was a most. 
important subject) .to. which the greater part of 
the facts adduced by the hon. gentleman applied, 
—that question haying been given up in. his 
opinion, by the Court of Directors last) year. 
Neither was it whether the merchants and manu- 
facturers should be allowed to carry their manu- 
factures from the outports to India; for that also 
‘had been arranged; but the question was, first, . 
~ whether the whole import trade from India, which 
for two hundred years had come. exclusively to 
_, the port of London, should. be permitted to every 
_ ‘other part] of the country :—and secondly, whe-' 
ther.if they did not comply with this demand, the 
4 Government of India should be taken out of their 
_ hands,; for that was the alternative held out by the 
Ear) prs Buckinghamshire, “unless — aeroomt rto 
- the proposed measure. | 
The hon. gentleman who coil he satis: 
i ment, chad complained that the Court of Directors; 
had, advanced’ nothing but opinions, and in’ an~ 
_ sywer.to them, he had brought forward an immense 
ake body. of facts, to which he had but one objection— 
__ that they: were not:relevant to the question... But) 
the honorable gentleman need look no further than 
the motto .of Tristram Shandy, to find ‘that it is not 
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aoThey say, if certain measures are pu at ies 
think they will produce ruin to the Company, ‘and 
Government are of opinion they can provide sore 
legislative acts: (they do not tell us what) to’ pre- ms 
vent it. ‘There is a difference on fundamental . 
principles, and if all the commercial facts roma 
beginning of the-world to this time’ were collects 
ed together, ‘théy:cannot bear upon’ the question! 
If ‘thes Céurt “were called on, at this time, td 
decide on any less important subject, he perhaps 
should not have thought it’ né€essary to request’ 
their attention.” Bytfrom the papers before them,’ 
it’appeared that their very existence was at stake 
—the citadel 'of their strength was besieged, and 
the garrison was ‘called upon to’surrender at ‘dis! . 
cretion. (Hear ! hear!) » The letter of the Diree- 
tors was not, as the hon. gentleman calléd it, a de+’ 
fiance'to Government, but a°manly and fair states 
ment of the Company’s sentiments. The question’ : 
was, whether they shall desert their Directors at this 
moment, or unite with one heart and ‘one eset 
to support them! through’ the’ straggle in which 
they are'engaged? | We are'told, that all which is’ 
dear tovus is at'stake; the question isthen, shall’ we! 
give up all'that is’ walostile to us,or make exer.’ 
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rol gi i the did:nct think j St’ ‘was saoneans every one 
_ must feel the crisis and be sensible that we were 
: 1 x | upon fo act in self-defence, - All, he: was 
sure, with,oneexception, were willing to coincide 
* © inthe propriety of the Resolutions, but it was im- 
_ portant thatthey should be assisted to support it by 
a © the good wishes of an -enlightengd. public, and 
eA _ that by the candid, and explicit statement of stheig 
Wes ease, they shouldso influence the members of both. 

y) Jou es. of Parliament, as. to obtain.a verdict 

: i abeir favour. ‘(Hear thear !) . 4 

-Tt-was not every.enemy. of the Eaxtcledin Came 

"pany, who.was so liberal. as the hon. gentleman, who 
has moved this amendment; ‘it.was not every ene- 

my who. woulddndulge in such panegyrics on, that 

perme «ath dam it possible for any. man to 

_Stand.up in this Court andypronounce such aneu: 

_ dogium on the Indian. Government, without per. 

- eeiving how.weak, and how wicked any, Minister 

. must be, who would.endeavour to overthrow, such 

Ft wosbincocnya for mere speculative commer- 

cial advantages! ‘There wasan ancientapologue-— 

“the contention between the different members of 














dealer alienisalyene Netaisingal i 
whieh( the East-poursin uponothem, and‘mak 
nd‘exertions\ for the gentralibenefir ; this-a 
tién was’ ‘mostianfounded: For i the nae hi 
investigated, the! East-India ‘Company. would-be: 
Seiitid'Pissetninating her wealth: abroad~sencolus 
raging: the industry of ‘the East; “and extent ing 

thither the blessings of ‘a beneficent Government: 
(Hear! hear!) Not are the nhanufacturers at home: 
Jess obliged tothem, for if there'is any magufactures _ 

which is suited to the’ East-Indies;they are in: the, 

habit Of: Rianne i abit ata fear se a Ti: 










sidered fit for their use,» shard ciiralllies lia : 
e@and"imported ‘for their ‘benefit’ Theswealth — 
of that great Company had*been directed througly 
vatious @antiéls to’ the’ public: good, and if the 
countty hadbeen; able to maker a. stand against 
its dnifed enémies, it wasiin'a preatdegree’ 
té%the sipport’and’ assistance: derived fr 
iftimense establishment (Hear Suhear 1) ee 
- APE /qugstion was two-fold, “Yeommerdial: and: 
political; thercomnieree of the! East, was'certainly: = 
of gredtimporfatice to? this! country,’ for'iticons 
tributed betiveen fourcandi-five lmilliongjamnually 


16 todos aft Hib sift Bo tod abitd wae ot 





i apilwleceacioas. Bat if ewigieed with thier 
‘NGiglettipat of the subject, it became a mere trifle, 
| Politically considered, the question ‘hot’ only; af- 
fected the happiness: of our subjects in India, 
and the stability of our. empire there ; but the 
_ stability of the BritisheConstitution, under which 
we have so long lived prosperousand happy.—In 
"stating this question, the first proposition he should 
| Tay:down, was almost considered as a political 
_ axiom, and supported by the greatest statesman 

of our time+that it was impossible to transfet 
' the government of India into the hands of His 

“Majesty’s Ministers, without a dangerous increase 

of the:power of the‘ Crownj: and hazard to ‘the 

balance of ourown Constitution. This proposition 






was laidedown by Mr. Pitt, in 1784, and onthat 


. doctrine he founded: the: system which has since 
been acted on. for the benefit of both countries. 
So convinced was he of its advantages, that in 
4793, after an -experience of nine years, /he rea 
newed the Company's Charter for twenty years, 
on the same foundation. © From this principle, he 
and-those who acted with him; neverswerved, 
and the late Lord» Melville, at an advanced pe+ 
tiod of ‘his political life, in a letter to the Directors, 
» hasrecorded his-opinion, That opinion ‘has béeeri 
read before, but it is 80° very ve Aimee ga x 

- beg leave to:read it ogee ‘ 


out sw dnclaighigy eteaatne ts to those hee 





ions, which rest upon any. ‘general attack ofthe “ 


snéndpoly of the» East-India- Company, ‘eithenas 


tdithe government. or commerce of India. Fab : 


sentiments;:\ in. that respett,: remain exactly the . 
sdme as they were when I moved therenewal of 
the‘Charter, in 1793; and, if any, thingy: Dam _ 
still more confirmed inthe principles I brought 
forward at thattime. That adirect interference 
by government in the affairs of Undia is cee 
for their stability and uniformity, T'amymore and - 
more convinced; but thatthe ostensible form | é 
government, ‘with all: its: consequent extent and 
detail of patronage, must remain as it now vis, I 
am persuaded will never be called in question iby 
any, but thase;who ‘may be disposed to sacrifice 


A] 


the freedom.and security of our Constitution, to 


their own personal aggrandizemient and ill-direct> 
ed ambition; 1 remain equally. satisfied; as to the 
propriety: of. continuing’ a monopoly of the trade 
in’ ee hands of ‘the East-India Company?) "0 

)Mrs-/mpey said; that.on ‘this partof the sub= 

ject, the-next: proposition’ he:should lay- down, 
* was, that it.was impossible. to | take the governs 
vernment.of India out of; the. Company’s hands} 
without. creating dissatisfaction among, our Euros 
pean servants, and perhaps destroying: erst a 
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legal’ titl® we: had’in Indiay was” 
"Méguly nid! though the’ power of 
eu : lofig"gorie by,’the: nativesstill 160K 
aifie With reverence. Of this ground'the 
é of India’ was forined ; ‘on this’ ground: the - 
np: ny ghade wars and” ‘concluded: treatics’ of 
ge.” NB if the natives were informed thatthe 
: a were fo longer their governors; who 
itdaui say what effect might be -prodaced ? They 
a! not hoe i? how stoald they? the:dom- 
te | natu uve of the gévérnment under which 
they = And @ transfer ‘to. newmasters, might - 
out afi Gnd'to their allegiance. — A long’ series of 
ese conferred, "iis the necessary ‘eifect of éh- 
ing the 'urvan'“heart,—acts of kindness must 
Feeders ‘win upon the mind ahd powerfully 
jnulate it to a grateful retumm. And he knew 
_ ftom ‘the’ bet authority, thatthe servants of the 
F ‘Company; ag well ‘as the’ natives, ‘cherished the 
_ Shaine’ Of ‘the’ ‘East-India Company as ‘we'did'that 
OF Sur Constitdtion, becauseit was the soureerof 
ee “protéetion ‘and’ ‘prosperity;and who ean 
"_ gel the pes eal ‘which ' sorte = ‘rom 

 SoWeHathing RY bed sigur sibel Be). gewe> 
ry “P'Bat though” dude were omlee caeial for 
“preserving ” “the government | of the Company, 
shottld gO even Selo’, < gusttrcad main- 


. 














e. ahaha they bad deta mi strict’ Seed right 
the: territory .and, government, they, had » 


strongest equitable. claim that ever was established, | 
Lidia’ was-conquered at their.expense and risk, 


with the sanction of. the authorities at home, and 
the natives\had lived quietly under, their governs 








ment, which, was admirably, adapted:to, produce: bf 
happiness, securityand content. When-he spoke 


of the conquest of India, he did not speak of facts 


which were long passed... Since the last renewal . 


of the charter, the Company had expelled their — 
ancient rivals and enemies, the French and Dutch.» 


2] 


They have subdued their no less powerful oppo- — 


‘nents:the- Mahrattas,and Mahomedans,, and they 


had! added to the British- dominions, the Cape of 
‘Good Hope,iand the.is!ands of Ceylon, Java,.and 


Mauritius. All this-had been done within the Jast (i 
etwenty years. With, respect to the second point, — 
_ the good.government-of the Company in their ter= — 


»Fitories, it'was not..denied; jthe/hon, Proprietor 
-himself..(Mr. Hume), did not ,deny.it ;,the most 
jdnyeterate/enemies.of the Company, had ceased 


te consider them:as spoilers and oppressors. . In - 


1793, Lord Melville declared; that, under. their 
* sway, the Indian empire had attained a degree of 
-happiness:and prosperity, which was never before 
-known;) and that if the British Provinces in the 
East, were compared, with the neighbouring states 
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> “s Ne they appeared as.a sonb 
_ placed: near the field of the sluggard. On. these 
ounds they. had. established their right,, and it 
was ¢ on. a consideration of the just claims of, the 
~ Company, that Mr. Pitt and his coadjutorshad 
to the conclusion which Lord Melville stated 
in Parliament, that through the Company. the ad- 
ministration of the East ought tobe carriedon, Such 
; was the unanimous declaration of Mr. Pitt’s admi- 
esting hc Pitt and the men who.acted with 
him, ‘were great.men, and their opinions had 
_ «then, and still have, great weight with the pub- 
lic. To. compare them with their, puny,succes: 
“sors, would be, indeed, comparing the greatest 
things with the smallest. It would be to come’ 
‘pare Ossa_with a wart. * 
4) Having stated their opinions, , te shonkdas now 
~, advert. to, the,.opinions. of, his Majesty’s _prer, 
sent Ministers... ‘The Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
in. his. Letter, to the. Court, of Directors,.. says, 
« The; expediency. of adhering to that system, by 
which, the,Goyernment of India has. been,.ads; 
ministered, through the-intervention of the Com, 
is pany, is strongly, felt by his Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment, but, it must not.be, supposed that there 
are,.no limits. to. that expediency, | or, that there, 
are.no advantages which might result from a dif-, 
rep sccegsa Dow, he siaha be entirely | 
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Wines say any thing personally offensive of ee 4 
Géhtlethan;: but- speaking” of this production, ag Ws 


Comirig: frdti a Mi inister, he must say that’ itaps 
peared tovhim to be confused, contradictory, and 
Ghintelligible. It set out, in the first place, with 
2 recognition of the principles of Mr. Pitt. “The. 
expediency of adhering to that system, by which 
the/Government of India Has been administered ” 
throtigh the intervention of the Company, a iat 
strongly felt by his Majesty's Governntent.” ‘So 
itwas felt by Mr. Pitt. Now what ‘sucteeds ion 
“But it must hot. be si iceie that there are no 
" Jimits to. that expediency.” This certainly ap-~ 
peared to him totally unintelligible’; for, if it be 
trite, that it is expedient the Company should still 
possess the Government, then the argument was in 
their favour; for it was to be presumed, that it woul 
not be expedient to continue a Government, un 
less it produced the greatest practicable portion of 
happiness: I know not what’his Lordship means, 
then;when he speaks'of limits to this expediency, 
unless ‘he means that the present Government is 
not an absolute’ model of perfection 5 ‘and that a 
system could be'set up, which might’have some. 
advantages which’'the present doés hot “possess.' 
And, fromthe last part ofithe paragraph, this seems” 
to be his meahing-“or that there are ‘no advan 
tives which might/result from a different course.”° 
But this appeared absurd in reasoning. For if it 
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e tt RO ehaedite 
quantityss It:was' setting upiaiinoénady — 
ges, for the purpose of destroying-others of 
the utmost: magnitudes. oR -Spansieb vied 
-« Butché should not Test! on -the nabsurdity sof 
this paper.» If ic * -were true; that» Ministers: 
“had devised ‘any plan for: the Governments6f 
; India; ‘capable of creating a greater :.quantityof, 
h than the present» system; -:Jet»..theny 
“produce vit» Though we are Proprietors sof 
_ EastiIndia'stock, we are also Englishmen. What’ 
Saige ‘our dividends, “when ‘weighed «against «the: 
ee “happinessiof inillions? — If, then, such rte 
' im-existence, let them “submit it-to-us, and’ we 
/ shalbadopt it.) But if, onthe. ‘other handy’ he: 
© present: system. has -established::the-happiness. of 
eek thepnatives:ofIndia,) the security of Jour empire’ 
~ there, andvihes balance,of ‘the Constitution at’ 
_ homey let us»mot be sacrificed to the: petty:! pro: 
- fitsnand) cdeubtfal:. speculations of »privatecadst 
_ venturerss/Let, not the: East India\Company. bé! 
, torn:to piewess:and:its limbs:beysent to -thegouts: 
_ | piorts:asya ‘bonus forthe: Joss-of American:¢ome: . 
“merce, ‘or ther destruction of the Glave Tyadevtxi 
(Hear tchear!)» Wet: them dook»ine other chana: 
_ nels forexéemuneration, not tocthe destructions of: 
the ast IndiadOompany J: P amnibesd adi ty gloqee 
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Pr elena nat ht thi are: not: 
give any reason. for their opinion, ic 
Company must be satisfied.with their dec . 
But if, they were to. be ener en was but juss: 
goa coments like the hero of ol old, to: 
Let us behold the. wiespons Src we weden 
tined to: fall, —(Hear t heart) dels Tigi ae ‘4 
«This the would. assert,.that if the: ye. 
were -toremain in te exerci ofthe Gove 5 
ment. of: India, the means’ to: carry: it pn. 
also to be vested in themso/When: ‘Mr. Pitt fists , 
introduced the present system of Indian Goyern- 
mentyh saw ‘that he must put’ into. their hands 
_ the instruments | of Govérnnient, the Broke 
., thepurie 5» hesgave: them the: military; forces). 
- andithe xevenues. He also saw that they:could) — 
‘i ‘notsend that:reveriue to: England except throughs,” ‘ 
the mediam of commerce, iand'he therefore gave) 
them’ what :has been’ called: the -regulated moss 
ages ly of the Jagian and @hina trade:’’ Insthaty 
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| _ a i shack wes Jayereed an, extract Abe: 
ee opinion Pitt,..as well as of Lord Melville, 
om this oe was very. clearly stated 5 3 and, it 
be aas almost unnecessary to add, was. in. direct ~ 
} F campani tion, to the alteration 1 now proposed, The. 
Present Ministers had professed. to. adhere | to ‘the 
| principles of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas; but 
_ in the. conse of this negociation, they had, Step, by 
eter. departed, from it, until they. | had. at length 
"come toa proposition diametrically opposite. Fi inst 
“of alj, the Company were called upon to surrender 
the trade to India by throwing it.open. On this 
point the Directors entered intoJong arguments, 
but as in the ycourse of the negotiationthe de- 
_ mand was given, up, he should say nothing mare 
_,about it. The next.demand was, that the ex- 
~ ports should go from the outports as well as from 
ss ‘Londons. The Directors also state the danger 
of this, but being desirous to come to any terms 
mot absolutely ruinous tothe Company, they con- . 
‘ceded this ; and finally, comes the proposition to 
extend, the import trade to, all the, oudports. Qn 
this subject the Directors have ¢ deliberated, They 
ochad stated to. gov ernment that it was impossible 
 pit@.carry, ‘the measure into effect. without ruin.to 
athe ; :East-India Company. ——The, answer of His 
Majesty’ ne Minister, qwas, that “* it remains io. be 
& seen.whether some.other. mode, cannot be devised | 
“fer the government ,of India.” Would the. hon,.: 










Proprictor justify this?” woill 
‘us, that the Court of Directors were 
tent 1 déide accurately on the subject 
"Were nigh of great sa acity and informati men 
Yeho had sp ent all their lives in the: service OF i E 
ry, and what wasithore, a a great part of i es : 
administration Of its government, Could he 
\éay thiat “such gentlemen. as these’ were not lfit'to 
‘forit'a correct ‘opinion, or could he ‘point outiany — 
bi whose knowledge of the subject was'more 
ensive ? The hon. verte tells us-that the 
"China trade’ enables us to (pay ‘our dividends, bat 
“fhe Directors ‘have clearly shewn that if theTn- 
“Gia! brik ox “to the: outports; “to: the extent de- — 
“Hithded, i it will’be impossible to prevent the ih- 
‘crease of the illieit trade; by!which’ idur commerce 
"with China will be so"decfily affécted,!as to"eut 
“off the Te: ourtes for the | payment of ourdividends, — 
“and consequently to overturn: the Company. On 
“the subject ofthe illicit'trade; what has the hon: 
gent. éaid ? “His. pinion; if Seemed, was fotind- . 
‘on the ‘statement of a Commissioner Of Cas- ‘ 
ae 3; and that opinion ‘was! drawn from what 
“lgimail es him’ “a very ‘strange. ‘ptineiple. ‘The ©. 
. Shin missibner’ said, * more smuggling ocearred i in 
~ Othe River Thames t thanat ny yotherport.”” And why? ¢ 
“pid not the India and China trade come into'the 
bepyamed? bat! — taken aways the 
Mies apt est! Sibi Ng. uaraieg pat 
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event this illicit traffic’ with, 
ide ee mae very eyes, how could ity be 
via jated when the trade, ild -haye, been ex- 
tended to all the ports of the kingdom, and all.the 
x aay sof the Tadian, Archipelago Arnaeas 
; wat hich, A _ posture an ‘affairs, we ‘must range 
“Jouirselves under the. banners. of the. ‘Dire ors. 
} e was. an “obstacle in our way, 02, wl ich 
Wwe’ nus fall ‘down, if we didnot, overleap 
“TS Let us ‘then look . the, ‘danger boldly 
and *manfully_ in. ‘the. face, aud we, should’ | 


POH ITS 


evercome ite. "The Company must know, the, dane 





i ger which threatens it : their opponent is. mighty, 
—that opponent was the Governments 5, strong, as 
it was necessary it should be, to perform. i its func, 
i: tions, in power § and influence, But when-he con- 
sidered ‘that this. ‘was. not. only the, cause... of the 
Company but of the whole Empire,—when he, saw 


ee 






the reat ; merchants 0 of | London. pressing forward 
with pe itions i in, ‘their | favour, immense.as ere 
their diffict alties,. he did, not. -despair—In, 1784, 


the rights, of the, Company» were. attacked, bya 

Bis inister, “great in power, great in eloquence 5, 
ked by a Bute oft two.to one - in the: House of; 

mmMons; a nd supported, by the firstfamifies in the: 

rr oi 89 ih yat th 

gdom.— butthey were united ap ardent pales! 
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perenne “ati ed nati dia 
“Company proudly stood their ground—bu j : 
“Minister | “fella memorable ae mple of t the fate ag 
“Wwhich ought to attend that Bop ier, who, Si a Cy 
fivade the rights “of others for his own, sti 

va ghts his ‘ ex 
. and’ ainbitious | purposes. er ‘Hear | Hea 

On this great occasion, they ought ft te 
“ptinciple’ pursued by their predecessors ; th ey Se 
“45g0" Before Patliament ; theyshould remind em, 
‘tolusethe scfikingandappropriate metaphor od 
Melville, thatthe East-India Company was the is es 
wheel which thoved the commerce of this 5 coun= 
‘ty, and I they otight to call « onthe, overnment not ' 
‘to divert “the stream. which turns an that wheel, — 
(Hear 1) “We should: point ‘out’ the i immensity ke, 
‘our transactions—all benefic ial to the country. Le 
should say, Jast 5 year out exports amounted to eat 
_£2}000,000—ourr imports eXtended t to three mil. ; 
lions and athalf—we paid into the. Exchequer te 
tweet four and'fivé millions. Our navy comprises ‘. 
100,000 tons of shippin; g—we employ | 14,000 sea- 
mén;—and in this vat city 30,000 souls are ¢ 
pendanton us for their dail Wiepsu: and subsistence, 
(Hear! Hear?) Whenthe Ministers seethe East, 
India Company if” all its magnitude and, extent 
thefiniust hesitate before ‘they determi ine on haza Pi 
ibg ain Experiment, from which evils ‘the most Oe fe 
bringin eve possible’ pint of view, must cer. 












: given) * tt: shipping | had provide led 
n more than had been, called for) to enable 
priv merchants to yon a ‘trade’ 

$. conquered by ‘the, Company's. ir 
t their expense, and preserved 
ar!) At was for, the | 




















a used. them of being Gachepoiae 
‘Tf, they. were monopolists, they, were .. 

oe tag aied whatever avidity a i 

aye shew. to pera k 


; He ie 9 ae. sat of, ‘thei ti ie: in 
i proving the athe folly of drawing @ compa- . 
| en the. ia of | trade,, which 

r the falling -off in. our inter~.. 
rth “Ama, and the, sort of in- 


mpectes ‘the pro alteration. — : 
‘it mi oe a course ed 
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he ox. ion he: nie: _ Bl digs x and * 
" ¢yenwhen) the Jatter. had given. their. consent, 
he Court of J irectors were, compelled to masts 
from time, @time, and ‘report on the exis- 
~ tence or, non-existence of those. circumstances. in 
consequence: ‘of which the rise. was ‘permitted, 
Surely :no person. would: say; after ‘a. perusal, of... 
the 3 papers laid before the Court, that there’ was. 
any collusion, between. the, Directors andthe | 
- Board of Control. Applause.) But when their iy 
opponents were driven from the ground, of fact, 
. they say, “let us take up the question on a broad 
and) extensive Dasis 1—Here ate persons, making” 
a: large profit.by commercial, intercourse. with, an” 
immense country,: from. which, we are almost, 
cluded—they are mere tenants of a fatm,— —their 
lease is almost. out,—and we. ought now. to, parti- 
cipate in the bene so long ‘enjoyed. by them 1” 
Allowing this to. fact, what did it amount 


‘to 2. Let them be considered. tenants of the farm, > 


and what was the answer. ?—they. -had been.a 
long time expending their money, in.the,improve- 
mentf that  farm,—they had Jaboured to:cultivate 
it,—they , we: succeeded in rendering itefertile, | 
fe —-and new ey wanted arenewalof. their lease, . 
that they: might. gather in. the produce of their 
tae a hs al enix Tt was, i dae 
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te had’ viata é ea gia st be i 
$ equitable, that ‘when ‘they ‘expressed a wish to 
derive'the advantage of their industry, ‘Ministers 
should ‘tan round”and’ say, No! it ba 
given to others ; othiers shall’reap what you aloné 
have'takén the’ pais’ to sow!” (Hear { heart)» 
~-Ph¢ honorable Gentleman who moved the amend: 
‘mént, “allowed that: 'so far from theré’being any 
dase OF cothplaitit against the Government ofthe 
Company, itthad been managed as’ welt as it: 
sibly ‘could; even’ better, said that ee 78 
Gentleman, i in“ his ‘warm patiegyric, than the 
Goverriment at home. Was it then to be imia- 
" ined, , that the private’ traders would be able to 
‘Carry “on that' system betfer, ‘which’ was at present 
Supported as well as it was possible for-any sys- 
tenr to ‘be?* “On ‘were we not rather’ to fear, 
that if the trade ‘were ri. open in the mode | 


intendéd, the Indian empire would not be able to . 
stistain itself against ‘the ambitious schemes of’. 
‘speculators ‘and adventufers: ©!) © 9 5 @s 


“’The honorable Gealilideh wis spoke’ last ob- 
sefved, that the export trade no longer formed'a 
partof: the question,’ as it-had already: ‘been given 
aip® He could’ wot’ agree in -this sentiment, for 
HE! Court “of Ditéctors had’ not given’up that 
gtdunid)’ on which ‘they originally relied. © They ‘ 

as 
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more 5 hea etter’ an oes : 
might have’ stated. that though the bie sh i 
“this! “eobntty’ Eee Siar ie ici. * 
power t6 prevent the exp f of bullion, at 
a profit’ of only. one ‘half pet ce bs yet 
been utterly undble to keep the gpetie: is 
otitis Win pPbRt of Sine Matipehebat, 
“induced men to sed orb ion to thé Contingn sah, 
Recut d the'e drrces! Lite! the profits 
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phar sa for the sake sof. His aap 
brous expenses and Deavies sah isha 
after all, could not obviate the mischief. nu 
be,.as f feasible to cry down vice by proclamati se 
or. to prohibit disease by. act of  patliament, as, by” 
mere positive r ‘regulations, to hope for | the preveo= 
tionjaf. iilicit, t traffic, . He must. be. more than - 
Hercules, who could bind the fleeting'streams: 
that t golden current, " And, however small his ac 
information might | be upon the subject, of this this 
was convinced, that if the Directors, who we ies 4 
most competent jud ges, believed thatthese demand@, 
would really be of service to the country at Ror 
they, and the Court of Proprietors, would be the” 
first to adopt the plan, by acceding'to the wishes 
_ of the. petitioners, For, he was sure, they had. 
been always ready t to. settle, fairly and candidly, 
the claims of every person opposed tothem by. 
a concession of every thing short of their ate 8g 
as British, subjects. He wished he could see 
the same liberality on the past of their. ops, 
opponents ; i, bat they appeared, to be admirers of” 
patriotism rather. in ‘others, ‘than, jn, themselves. ah 
They. did not, seem to ‘value. that _ patriotism . 
which was. “present, and. by whieh, _ therefore, 
nothing was to be, gained 5, bot. ‘they adhere ta 
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to, reduce the  cerele oa te 
lite ? And. what “was ays 
Sl experiment on the bod y polit 
“thie public mind was “dakar : tics . 
pressed by enemies abroad, and Lappalled | by dis- 
, __ tresses at home; when all was doubt, and diff. 
a and danger, and irritation ; but most par- 
arly amongst those merchants wha were 
nce fora participation in the com 
of the East. He would not comment any 
ther on their conduct; but, unless His Majesty’ 
Ministers, or their advocates, shonld adduce ~ 
‘stronger reasons than he had yet heard from them, 
he would maintain that these i invasions, subversiv 
- of the’'Company’s rights, would also be hurtfa to 
the power of England, and detrimental. to the | 
safety, hanour, and prosperity of the whole com: 
mercial] world. The amendment had, of course, 
“his most decided negative. (Great applause.) ie Sige 
Mr. Plomer said, he should have alison oe 
“them in the early part of the debate, had he not ves 
felt a consciousness of incapacity ; but,, ona” 
subject of so much importance, even the smallest % 
information might be serviceable, and, erefore, ie 
he hoped the Court would indulge him in making” 
a few observations. The cause of the Company. if 
“had ‘for its basis, justice and policy, and in sup> ; 
parting that cause, he could'not sufficiently admire. i 
u Sa | 








































. me en, ‘isulit which 
te Court of Directors. 
‘question “were be decided by the good 
ec the ‘Empire at large, or by the weight of 


be. ~ They had read the correspondence, 
fel that every point of reasoning “pdvai 
1e Court of Directors, had its foundation in 
mth and equity. If he understood rightly the 
n nature of 2 Charter, it was an agreement between 
PIKE) C 

) O parties, to do that which they could not per- 
ma alone. ‘This applied not only to the East- 
dia ( Company, but to.the Bank of England, 
nd other chartered bodies, where. certain Sti- 
ulations, founded in the ‘wisdom as well as 
a 1 the. necessity of the case, were agreed to be 
ii oe by the respective ‘parties. The East- 
© inc ndia, commerce was first attempted to be carried 
EGR se by. Individuals i in ‘this country ; but though 
‘ “acting under the title of a body, they could not 
‘succeed, and that which is termed “a monopoly,” 
| “but-the propriety of which term he denied, was 
= oe to be conferred upon them. It would be 
und ‘that our great conimercial enemies, the 
é Fieich’ and. Dutch, acted in the ‘same manner. 
By them also, individual ‘exertion was ‘firseem- 
Le Joyed it in. the Yndia trade} ‘But like“us, they Wele 
i ; : ee to alter the system, and to establish 


in an 
sh VI? 















Company stipulate to do? They fee | 
the trade should be carried on, as beneficially, as) 
possible, for the ‘state and for the community : 





and the government said, “so long as this s 


lation is fulfilled, so long shall we renew oo 


Charter.” They all knew how far the Company 
had performed its agreement; and they should 


= 


look to the state of its commerce. That which: is 


in its origin was a small brook, scarcely bubbling 


aboye the surface of the ground, was now a 


mighty tiver, fertilizing, crnamenting and in- 


creasing the strength of the Empire. And when 
they looked towards those who were Merchants, 


they would bchold in them the sovereigns of In-» © 


dia.. In short, in all possible points of view, the 
just claims of the Company shad been extended 
and enlarged from year to year. In process: of 
time, the present excellent government of India 
-was formed,—It had 


4 
«© Grown with our growth, and strengthened with our strength 3” 


¥ 


hay: ae 


and so.connected was it with the interests of the” 
people, that if they were to destroy it, they would 
also destroy the country, From Merchants they sais 


were obliged to become Governors ; and those 


who were. at. first the framers of their Chatter, ‘i 
were at length compelled to become sharers inthe — 
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os b uw! pai, sgauch a, period as is to 
Bet ite oikpe pbs : 
pas 2 should now adit toa aad which had not 
- een, s0. much, touched on, as it deserved... _In the 
| addresses from Birmingham and other places, thé 
_ sPetitioners declared, ‘that their object. is: not 
‘ petites to.take.a share of the Indian, trade, but 
that they intend. to settle and. colonize in the 
Busts" .and, they stated, that .“ they can \see..no 
Bs nger.) from, the. .most extensive colonization in 
ee | dia.” Every one knew the danger in former 
“periods, when the facility of, proceeding to-that * 
_ country was not so great, as. it,wa: now. » Byery 
‘one knew, that at, that time-it; wasivery difficult . 
_ to exclude French agents; if,),therefore; with all 
“those; precautions, 9f,which. the hon, gentleman 
+ Me, Hume) had, spoken so highly, :itowas found 
1) Ampossible toyprevent French emissaries from en- 
ting those ;countries; -how-were they to. be 
ded against, when every precaution should be 
a aside?.., All knew. with what anvevileye the 
| pEyench. had, long,looked..on our | Indian,trade:; 
“alls knew, that. they, considered: it as one of the 
re props of the British Empires, and. that’ to 
wrest it from, us,:they, invaded Egypt, which they 
ak, ial as the key of our eastern dominions. 










“Nordoibe it sno te 5° aTeray ‘card wi 
taken ‘to“exclade’ improper eases m3 
for: instanée, Have an‘éxact ‘descriptiol of every 
person who goes out to India.” This was very 
‘truep buthow wereithey to knows a 
gdifig out, tunder the designation’ ofa om 
‘at agentjimight hot be an’ enetiiy’s emissary’ 
‘to thie iferease Of theirexportsto plese | 
far frory believing any such effeer*would, be'prd- 4 
sduced. SAH khew''that!a considerable” pr ie 
tion of tonnage was now appropriated ‘to theuse 
‘ofthe private-trader, (which! was‘ not taken’ oa : 
“andy éventif: more'were wanted, /itwould fe 
wided) =But the fact was, from the ctistoms and 
manners of the inhabitants’ of India, it was' re ot 
stally impossibley they:should cdnsume more that ‘ 
ithey at prestntdid, 2. +5 9 Ne ae 
Howsfae the fiscal’ replat ‘eotild beex- © 
irended» ‘to! ithe! ‘outports, to Preveot ‘smuggling, #, 
wast'a very serious question?” The hon. gentle 
man'who'preceded him iad ‘stated, ‘that a profit, 
‘of one-half per cent) was sufficient +6: allurespet- 
sons; (though with the’ rope about their aoge | 
-export‘the bullion from: the’ cotifitry’s! ahd) “h 
theynot ' aright? tO” infer, that! thé’ profit on ‘ts, a 
_ owhitch was infinitely me would ¢Htoufagé’a Fi 
amost extensive illicit traffic’? But it seemed, tHe 
-eomimissioners ‘of excise sad scistorna 40a" given | i 
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; “stated by the hon, gentleman—and own, that. he. 





AIO. ares itera w ott 
} on, ‘that. all this, iceilenbie, a. 
~p mie ithe x = ee: ” to. know 


HIG, OT. 
i esent ‘collected, if the Ssark trade was 
press as, to remove all. the vee el! 





i of the danger which this aoe kad. 


Ke “intercourse With. India might, occasion, the hon. 
gentleman | (Mr. Hume) exclaimed— What !, are 


bs afraid af a. few: ‘straggling . raggamuffins 2 2) 
frie a —but,, as s they. were so. termed by their dei 
vocate and supporter, he was willing to admit the. 
_gorrectness of, the term, as, one of .the few.facts , 


* was afraid, not of the raggamuffins, but of the mis- 


¥ oshief they might produce tothe fair trader; of the .. 


jury they might do tothe} just and honorable deal~ 
er Laughter) Ui If ‘the : persons making thesedemands |. 
ally. respectable, and possessed.a great,deal,. 
mation, on the Subject, he should have 
applauded ministers, for attending, to.them; but | 





ee ey were not told. who, they. were, nor. were they, 


< a i: “Instead ¢ of that, His, Majesty's: Ss ministers 


«Do you concede all the points under dis- 













cussion; and then we will give you the < 
whieh render ‘them “necessary.” He sh 
sorry that’ they took up this question | "ents 

national eg er she desited them nottd a is 


ject of the trade between America and India, 
the former country was spoken of as deriving ce 
advantages from it. An account, however, whi 
he had seen, within the last two days, disprot ye ae 
this assertion. He “had been told, by tae “4 
conversant with the subject, that the trade was bi 
no niéans wéefill to the Americans. Indeed, one 
fact had come to his knowledge, which supportec ai 
this’statemént. A person took in a cargo of Tea, ae 
&e. at China, with which he proceedéd té a 
rica} from thence to Europe, and’ back to “Ame- 
ri¢a again, without being able to dispose of it, he? a 
matket for many of ‘the commodities, (cass Fg 
buds, sago, and various others,) being extremely.” : 
preearidus. ‘The person from whom'he received » 
this information, told him; that the’ only chan ce 

the Americans had of’ making” the trade‘answe 
was by combining two or three voyigés 2's)? 
" théy would proceed to the Cape of ' Good Hope} 
and a variety OF other’ places; on théi¥ way to'Ins * 
dia," Now, if the Ameri¢an merchant found it 


necessary to oo this 8 circuitous mate, to naka 
tbiw Mies ‘ a 





























rn 1 Prati 
fectors' desetved every prai 

ourt® Was “bound to” ‘Support * ‘hen 
ei one most effectually, in| his opinion, 
1g t0 an éxpress ‘resolution, combining - 
BK ee With Lr si “To: the! “fesdfutions 


tio ny that they'\ went too 5 nit into’ sean coi 
nt time that he perfectly approved Gf the 
n which they were drawn’ ‘ep! But he 
Shtois" the discussion was closed, that 
orter resolutions, equally ‘to the point, 
be submitted ” to the. gy if not, ‘the 
t should have his aésent, °°" pe RS 
“Randle Jackson ‘said, dha he had waited 
aly in the hope of some. gentlenian, ‘on'the 
‘side, being disposed fo follew the ‘hon: pro- 
or who: ‘opened the debate, in ‘order that'he 
the. best of his | power, have met ‘any 
chiens Which ‘covld be urged against the Re 
“He had been ‘rewarded ‘for’ his ‘pas 
ua which had beed ‘displa — 
“discussion. They” “wéte! told? that “their 
wealth 3 was in danger ¢! and He*beliewed: 
om the ritenis which had been called forth’ 
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co pH Buckinghamshire ; oD me 
had been most flatteringly. pti 
-nion,of the General Court, being there ‘cal 
The ‘noble Lord had treated the: propriets 
peseans Ness a being, Lane a 


"Against him, ie same complaint co 
made, which. had been, alleged. a 
% Sg sce s 


ut Ai Bis ix 


a 


se 
oa ai 


Hew ite heh 


ely tu a 
ot th sce 2 





ry A ab SAB, ebtataas® 
ih fie op - 
Bie: sie a “63 Agmng oe on y 

















proposed — TTB IEC sf5 2abis 
em at ee ‘that ie, man. aa 
ioe 


Tyee, 


after. ee pe Mag were nk fet 
rh of considerable length, of which I 
mained an 1 untied, though an stn aU 


Mach . of f that speech ‘consisted ~ detailed nus, | 
seneal sp statements, to which b he thought z a distinct, 
reply. should be given.— -Allowifig, all due, h 


to ‘the Sea _ talents. which. had preceded 
ten’ nae pletely, sucteeded in 


i ing the ae, uestion, yet, he conceive 
tha vif they di not overturn the numerical details» 
of ti the pa gentleman, he would depart the Court, 
with ee vantage. ground,” which he should, be sorty, 
to ak oa much, more unpleasant. 

i at Bat eu that of the hon, gentleman, who vi 

’ Py ats add dressed yet on the same. side.,, 
a in performing this .duty,;on), — 

ee Sh ehen. “depended, and how, tue! 


ot was h is claim to their indulgence. vk lea ; 
on grins (Mr. Harris) had said, 4 


| 
‘DoH 


| 
" 


; this ane ate 

aptage me ; an os, 
: 8 nd. eo pea was plad thatiic 
ne fo! him to ‘make an Ssh te. 


frei ihe olicitous th ae 


ry 


ur ta ne mel a See ‘ tions ‘of t pers 
tleman—whether they were the objectio ae 
‘i , oy i are re 


oe is 8 : gh a v1 ‘pied : 
1 with the 


a taste ree “discern - 
TOSS: tate re | 
te(f his 


ay of his advoce 
d of bh 1is ee ct 


wa Wes! rt - interest of the 


Mig ual 
Hine. bch 








pads plate a 
. ipa ee poe a Yi 
Buckinghamshire ire aa imp ae 
> gance,,.which I 1 test Ff ae out on 
» day, thus 3 ingeniousl ie ea hey 
» atthe very, outset, al! . from H 
» Private motives,, ir ‘ ae HE ly a 
utg,be attached t to, the present admini 
* ay, standing f forth’ as the avawed ’ defer 
«their characters from terms of “aigredpect) es 
hy The letter of the noble Earl he’ must’ “consic 
spoathe joint w work of him and his’ collea nes Y 
wee, the. House of Commons, all. atta 


et 


ye directed, against the Minister, though they j 
., bore, upon ‘the ‘whole Government} el 
- Court, act ae ald be pointed at the noble L di 
earn Inde Ito, as the President of the B Boar 
-of Control, which’ more properly applied toth 
yj) entire body of the Ministry.” “Bat int speaking o 
his Lordship, they’ must not forget that‘he was 
«a long time their faithful “setvant—He 
are ied Not that f he still felt great affection forthe Com 
pany ; but, i in ‘the discharge of his’ publi¢ da 


_ thad laid aside all private feelings, from’ the? 

te; SORE motives. “But | they were. boun do 

eyo, fO.meet, an openly ¥ vanquish ‘his objections 

» his measures 3 for, if they could. not dg ass 
PT! epi 
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d, with iu, vacnoeat. for: hyo 
: a ‘that Lord Melville it 


ch he, bed already eagremed. He: 

, capa yep 
main fs jubaiber Fi acabinet, which could sup: 
mieai easures so.completely, different from those» 
mended. He did not. know that 
eer, but if, he. shad. that, shonor; “he: ©! 
ech, ‘him to pursue, the principles of o! 
ie to prefer, before all other advans © *? 
c or in private,” an, undeviating »* 
ao cee ! olieat, ey 1 


das or r aggrandisement, to. conayi 
“ie would Spins, him of sthosergreat »1V! 
th Wellesleys and, ‘the. Cans ob be 
eBiie names did p no! _sound less harmionis!:o Ms 
sly i | the ea cy ‘of a ae ons 
bie i in hic a ae could no, longer ant ceitad 


: ak 38: cw 
aoqony: hi joumsyo: siserd oatgae 20 
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- would: have” quoted” ‘their own ‘words ; 3. 


“administrations NGF shold (bia notice, 
























pals ots bape ito: oa QMO 


“Phe: resolutions, he. adniitted,’ were thos 

opinion ; but’ they’ were ess es opinio 
the hon,'mover,! than of thosé ‘celebrate 
men, whose sentiments were embodie 
and! he sete ogee ‘had he d 
ups:he would not” have said, that ‘dh a 
were: the sentiments. of those ‘statesmen, but 


public, ‘who’ revered fhem, should Fecogni 
Pitt N those whose: ‘sentiments hada 


shape gerared was” ‘inseparable hee ca va 
trade of India ; and“next, that the trade could re ye 
advantageously'cartied on, only through the mes, 
dium, of well’ feBiilated ‘monopoly Yap sen- 


nistration ; meg were |] 
Mr. Pittsand-other émin ak n; an 
adopted. by: Lord” Melville, Wes ie the 


the opinions\“of “thé” Earl of cking hams 
himself respécting ifthe ‘dangers: Bs all ae 


evils which, must accrue tothe revenue, if'proper. 


the’ coutse’ of ‘his ators : 

‘of those great characters, whose Hanies he 
y mentioned: Tiie hon. gen : 
ntehted himself with the first: | 
nDity "ig t hid’side All the 

0} Boi istration, ait had’ ‘endeavouredito 
‘farther success, ‘by narrowing real 
estion. He aid, Wit is fa tigre: 

i or shall ot! 


efit oe : vu 
"India depended on Hee of ihe pte. 

ritesty” ca Beh eae not pe i 
is @éfinitions: 


a AMS a oF EOD 









RPRPpnce sneha 
Fass system, which this meas 

_-opinions at least, must destroy and subv 

_ Mold. not, if his, feelings were other 

added to the hip wc ‘or tather to the : 

/ ofthe murder. by, so much eulogiam 5 forinhpd 

_ ety rarely. happened, ‘that any, n 

| Feeeived such unbpunded. praise though 

adieved, the hon. gent. in bestowing. it. by ¢ 

- “guilty. of exaggeration. —( Hear !). Nay, 

_ gent, had even, hoped, so much. did he s 

1 Bpprove., of the Indian. Government 

_fadical change may take place in it,;” 'b vb 

, be made this declaration, it could beplainlyproy 

vothat, he himself. had provided for a change in b 
pmnamendment sand i it would. be easy to shew 

.. Sortof indempity,to which the: Company wou 

“entitled, when the government of India was. 

more, The hon. gents. instead. of joining. 

Court to prevent.any “ radical change,” had, pr 

| Posed, an | atpendmenty in. which ApAndemmity was 

ecommended,. when,.their political, anpibilafion 

_ Should have, taken place,—He said, that, im 

* othe beginnings of. thecpegptiatiqn,, we oughta 

have ated to Ministers the necessity. of adem 

“Pity? bur, was i it not to be supposed,, that. a 

rid 2a fe ‘pianbindoesd enone aeDteay 


f.. . , 
















4 See 
tes 





Rane ds by tying 
cork incor he " 
«riot wiotice that point ; oe was! sitnply; 
there waviso nteessity for it:— Sit Wasa 
ionsofstrict moral right ;/and that ‘Ministett 
mot-exifted for ages, | 'who'could’propoting ‘a 
re, utterly subyersive’ of the Company; 
“aC the same'tioe, Sasi Sy preg. 


é Si,» without eahaguaivie one 
ofa justand adequate compensation! (Hear) 
Could any merchant’ of “Liverpool; "or Glasgawy 
‘pect to derive the See een ® 


¢ protected’ by. heb ava ‘and’ to thake nr 
their’ organized ‘establishments,*without “afford 
! afulldndeninity? Te would® bea ‘monstrous _ 
jon!y "and therefore: he should “think: the — 

i ee eapernsitcs hes bese mi immnas 


‘sai hei ofthe hone Gentleniaa'd: first’ ipropotil 
ili aa ia ts ome: one Phe 
























Shick the Fle iti commenced, th 
proceedings, were.afterwards delayed long/en : 


ap.,opportunity of meeting,. ‘and, ‘petitions 
legislature. ‘On that occasion,: “Lond Mel il 
said.the hon. ‘Groslermaa, : “* was. ‘induced, by: 
force. .of these, representations, |to-open the trade 
to».a certainsextent.,.He, felt the necessity: 
transmitting fortunes-made in. India to, this.couns 
try.and the:proper mode of effecting that\object 
was by opening:the private trade... His Lordship 
observed, ‘that, unless, the Company consented: to on 
this»modification, their Charter could not bene> 
hewed.””),, But what support: did the: hone-Gentles 4 
man! uleciv Ea statement 3. -None. what+ 













thei oak ages jn miner 

ditions, which thie Zatl+of Buckinghamshire (was 

abidtit’to sag aiTibinaghaleie ends ita, ; 
; ' x2 
















he aa the Guloroanal: wine! 

“of thrée thousand “tons, or more, “as” 
“stated bya ‘Gentleman below-him,: Lord Melville: 
o sain trade withone hand) déclarings atthe: 
time; that ‘though whe exterided it, othe: sys~ 


« 


on Gt was founded was°to “rérhain, ae 
vis infltence could-make it; dwellregulated 
oF ays ‘and’hé pave his reasons bothfor the: 
“Ohe'and the other,’ The prosperity which India 
Mhaleaijbsed (not to be inferredfrom merchants’ 
adcounts, which Were ot alwaysithe true-ciiterion 
Of national greatness), thé excellenceof its Gow 
‘vethinienty ‘anid the'igenveral:welfare!and strenethy | 

whith the empite had derived under it ; these 
cOiitiderations infltieniced Lord Melville) 9°09, 
ut when he agreed oexténd the trade; he did 
FSP Bne moment, check oFimpairthe'principle 
‘Company's systerti was builri The 

sts ie fa yond th meansof 
an thé > ‘pectations’ (thé country; 
having? recourse "to “that whichwas now 
bre"Be done, aha" Whisk wei ’to subvert 
Bes ar wee seta” ‘Melville 


‘ 








stead, of taive dueeaiachoe ne eee rh = = 
was :Toom for antondensnsistbe Dire hors aft a 


eal hein aaedih a abilities to ameli orat 
the osystem;, ‘instead of knocking - it} downy. 
would have -done. infinite good to the countrys). 
Had they,| instead of. dealing in those, sarcasti 
remarks, which, characterized the’ last letter, sent, 
for the/graveand. reverend persans who jconsti, 
tuted their Executiye., body; shad, they addressed 
them: thus; The outline i as, all: that we ye | 
know, Jet.us. unite our various talents, and. SOO. 4 
what can be doneito,amend, and j improve, the syse. ‘Wi 
tem!—such) Janguage. would have been honore — 4 
able to both»partics, and, the result of their coms 
ined. wisdom, would,-have.. been. useful, to the 
empires It.was unfortunate that they had not dc 
this; instead of, driving them, to.an,awful, alte, 
tive. By taking  different,course, they 
anepportunity of conferring, the greatest 
onthe publics benefits which.would have m 
their/names politically immortal.—(Hear /)». Ing 
Mead ofihipmudent and goncliating modes they 


































id not jb ha pera peo se | 
j politically destroyed one of the greatest y 
Amongst, them | ipa Sc attempting 
one-hundredth:part.of that which wasnow pros 
) Mr, Pittdid not dare,to,introduce.suchy 
asyre ;nand Lord.Melville utterly, disclaimed, — 
ite; He,.was, sure,the people of England would; 
notallow those of ignebler. natures, to bear.aways 
that spoil,), for, the, endeavouring. to, carry. off; 
which. they destroyed the lion... (Hear! Pear Lhe t> » 
AEhe understood thehon,,Gentleman's proposin, 
tiop.rightly, it was this" You, do not," ;says-he) 
the Companys‘ embrace . all the; rade, off ° 
‘India 5 and in. that proportion in which you are! 
inor, you act.injuriouslyita,the country, by pets. 
mitting foreigners to usurp. that which isthe sight, 
of native subjects 5 cand d, will shew,/from.thein+; 
orease within -a,eertain, period, show, much: may’ 
done, underia different, managementy: and how? 
nyehwas:done, by-the partial: extension granted, 
be Marquis Wellesley.” +Ehe thon. Gentle-\ 
dy; thatcin, 4793,:the private tradeca-: 
te eg A ha 








tiadet havéimounted from £18 1,000 t0:£'800,0 
alf@"ia the yeatl 18¥04t rose toSnear three ‘mil 
“Wear? od YW She. hater ash Migailog,, naaahe 
OE ‘wis’ almost’ disposed, cwhen he °dowed® 
the] catidout ‘of the’ hon!” Gentleman (MeL 
Hiuittie), "to qiiestion® his cunding’s ‘for'he d co 
midst extraordinary inference from these facta 
he! alléwed'thém to bes” Ele was Tose in’ admhiradi 
tidi'arithe ekxttaordifiary increase he pave! way 
tO the exultiig “feelings of an’ Englishiniait; he! 
clasped his hands, and exclaimed, “Lookiliere? tit” 
seven yéats) the’ private’ tade’ lias liad! fisdlof 4 
front £181;000-to'néar three millions of 

Te partook of the hon! Gentleman's joy every 
Baghishiman miistfeethappy in'the flourishing state > 
of ont comimerce ?'Buit he would ‘ask /himy under 
whose abspices wis this change affected? Y Wart 
it not under ihe very bystens which hre deprecated “hp 
Wa? itwnot® under the “superintendence! of. those? 
Dirsbions arenes erage! Pagal 




















Pe Sremicincy ahd: mark w nat 
"they havé prodieed,ithere iniighit| He 664 
ini! ‘ie'p:bat theiagamentyiascit nawistoad,” ahh 
showed'te 1 a ERTS 







5 ee ment in favor of the't ies 
of the East pias 


ed. Been wna bafta yaa “tsaeeeal 






wich meditated - shenphesbieical, x the whole 
ized world. aks: should: blushyfor that go- 
ment, which could. reproach them with the 
ction. of their,funds, when they. recollected 
what Purposes, - and: for whomysthey were — 


himself ‘acquainted, aS, mitch iE 
Ter acaberti itd tet 


ce cpg A OY rere niGe 

jail cuit sadapontsieg pesensaleaats 

and might justly betermed>* the right iahd°ar 
oor ‘of they country. When wey: 















* s'shall be rewarded by your, subversion,” 
ntvhear 1)“ Buts” says the ‘hon, gentles 
«His Majesty's government were of opir 
n, that you did not give all the facilities ro the 
rivate-Trade,,under, the stipulations of i793, 
that you ought to:have afforded, .and.that much 
“more might be.done,/and they insisted that more ; 
‘should be donee» You pleaded -your,Charter, put 
‘an improvement did take place, and au consider- 
«able: share of commerce was giyen up.” 
ee "Now, ‘said Mr. Randle, Jacksov, though. the. 
facts might be, as the hon. gentleman, stated 
‘them,'still the inference was strong with the, Com- 
peal Let the Court look to-the. circumstances, | 
At the times whenythis ‘extension, took place, a! 
© giew administration, | of which) he believed. Lord 
Fe icvciesst and Viscount Sidmouth were mem 
Pers, thad-beéen formed ; yet, with all the expe- 
*?vience which had, been, afforded,. from i793 to 
i?  2iqe04; these Ministers, from the beginning. to the 
ho end, of that megociationy never seven. hinted, at 
E ithe: Ear) of , ‘Buckinghamshire mentioned 
ers (Hear!) The, Directors. resisted 
fsion of: the Private “Trade, .and he.also_ 
$i , om the groynd that it was. premature.” ” 
the revocation ofthe Charter.could haye.heen 
r of national benefit, ‘then ‘there,might have been 
; eae Sthe Proceeding of, the Mipissry of 
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a ie PN Sv Sage 











sap aaprcroeme held now Pains ad 
anid He rédollected the same doctrine shaving been i: 
Lie dwn’ by high"authority, that however sacred 
aChaiter was in’ its natufe, it was granted for 
the public good, and wheit it ceased to. be Gf 
national ‘benefit, the patty grannng hada right — 
to fevoke it, on one condition’;-and that was, 
“the indemnifying those who were #likely’ to. be 
injured by the evocation, \ If the party,who _ 
granted the Charter were not able totafford that. — 
Resesiagcicd it Was not a national question ;’ andy. 
‘if it wad ‘nota national question, if it;was not 
treated a8 such, there was an end tothe, socials 
‘compact.’ But the difference between the measure 
“proposed by the Earl‘of Buckinghamshire and the ~ 
> ptinciplés by which the Ministry:of former days. 
Wwete acttiated,’ ‘was complete! and: radical.) The. 
Ri cae of Lord Melville «was distinctly stated — 
“Gt Ris letter’ tothe Chairmanof March the 21st. 
*"' 803; "atid ‘was as follows > We are both his 
Lordship’ and theDitectors); strenuously main- a 
taining, thatthe! preservation of the: ‘monopoly 
_ >of the BastIndia Company is essentially ‘4 
f for the’ Security of every “iinportaoe:intere: 
“nected with “our Indian empire:; and ; 
“ant Pimipréssed: with the’tfuth of this proposition, — 
5 omehaal ddignerth céexplicitly to. declarejcthat 
*° glthough the! fist’ Mormarion’ of tam’ Fateaibia 4 
z2 ‘4 












